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Attitudes and Beliefs Supportive of IPV

Certain attitudes and beliefs have been found to be strongly associated with IPV per-
petration (see Table 9.2). Among these are the beliefs that men are superior to women, 
and that women are weak, incompetent, manipulative of men, untrustworthy, and 
stupid (Bancroft et al., 2012). We saw this superiority in the opening case history in 
which Victor treated Maria like his “servant.” These traditional patriarchal attitudes are 
indicative of a general hostility toward women (Bancroft et  al., 2012; Ozaki & Otis, 
2016). Researchers note that hostility toward women is significantly correlated with 
IPV perpetration by men (Holtzworth-Munroe, Meehan, Herron, Rehman, & Stuart, 
2000). Anderson and Anderson (2008) report, in fact, that men who are highly hostile 
toward women specifically target women for aggression.

Based on their clinical experience, Bancroft and colleagues (2012) have identified 
other attitudes and beliefs that are common among IPV perpetrators, all of which reflect 
an adherence to traditional patriarchal gender norms. For example, Bancroft et al. (2012) 
have found that batterers typically think of their intimate partners as possessions or 
“owned objects.” They report that their clients sometimes struggle to use an intimate 
partner’s name and instead call her “my wife” or “my girl.” This possessiveness often man-
ifests as extreme jealousy, sexual proprietariness, and the use of control tactics, which the 
batterer may justify as necessary due to his partner’s untrustworthiness. Should the 
woman resist his control, the batterer will characterize her behavior as further evidence 
of her infidelity, mental instability, or her abusiveness toward him. Bancroft et al. also 
note that IPV perpetrators are, not surprisingly, selfish and self-centered, but they see 
these characteristics as stemming from the perpetrators’ strong sense of entitlement. 
“Entitlement is the belief that one has special rights and privileges without accompanying 
reciprocal responsibilities” (Bancroft et al., 2012, p. 8). The IPV perpetrator’s entitlement 
derives in large part from his sense of male superiority and his belief that his partner is 
his possession, whose primary purpose is to meet his needs.

•• The belief that men are superior to women
•• Generally hostile attitudes toward women (e.g., beliefs that women are weak, incompetent, 

manipulative of men, untrustworthy, and stupid)
•• The belief that a man’s wife or girlfriend is his possession
•• Extreme jealousy and sexual proprietariness
•• The belief that a man must control his wife or girlfriend because women are not trustworthy
•• A strong sense of male entitlement
•• Peer support for hostile attitudes toward women and approval of abusive behavior to punish or 

control intimate partners

Table 9.2  IPV Perpetration Risk Factors Related to Patriarchal Gender Norms

SOURCES: References are representative rather than exhaustive: Aldarondo, Kaufman-Kanter, & Jasinski, 2002; Bancroft, 
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Murrell, Christoff, & Henning, 2007; Pan et al., 2006; Renzetti, 1992; Rosen, Kaminski, Parmely, Knudson, & Fancher, 2003.


